
On The Road Again Oct-Nov 2005

  
On 7 October 2005 the All Coast Aircraft Recovery Team consisting of Chuck 

Mosely, Jim Broady, Ray Brown, and Mike Schiavone, all EAA Chapter 1236 
Members, departed Loves Landing and headed for the Pima Air and Space Museum in 
Tucson, AZ. The team was joined in Tucson by John Macon another EAA Chapter 
1236 Member, and Denny Parmer of Santa Rosa, CA.   

Their task while there was to do a complete disassembly and prep for surface 
transportation of an EKA-3B SKYWARRIOR which had been assigned by THE 
NATIONAL MUSEUM OF NAVAL AVIATION in Pensacola, FL. to the AIRCRAFT 
CARRIER MUSEUM ( U.S.S. MIDWAY CVA -41) in San Diego. CA. The aircraft had 
just been released from the military desert storage facility in Tucson, AZ.  

The aircraft, the largest aircraft to regularly operate from an aircraft carrier, did 
not surrender its wings, and other components easily, and only after a 13 day disassembly 
process was the crew able to load the aircraft on 22 OCTOBER 2005 onto two trucks 
provided by Les Chapman Transport of Blossom, TX. (Les and his son buddy 
specialize in transportation of large aircraft) The aircraft was taken to The U.S.S. 
Midway Restoration Facility onboard the Naval Air Station at North Island in San Diego 
CA. where the volunteers were going to do the initial clean up and de pres of the aircraft.  

On the 23 of October 2005, our crew than traveled to Mojave, CA. where they 
completed the disassembly of a flying condition F-100 Super Sabre on the ramp right in 
front of Burt Rutan's hangar. This aircraft had been purchased from a private owner by 
the Yanks Air Museum in Chino, CA. While doing the disassembly process on the F-100 
the crew was able to observe the daily activity surrounding the White Knight, and in fact 
were able to watch one of its test flights, up close and personal, as well as talk to many of 
the crew members working on, and flying the aircraft (including Burt and Dick Rutan , 
who both stopped by to talk to us.) The aircraft was disassembled and then loaded on the 
27th. onto a single truck, also provided by Les Chapman Transport and taken to its new 
home at the Yanks Museum in Chino CA.  

On the 28th our crew followed the aircraft to Chino, unloaded, and started the 
reassembly process. The crew finally took a day off on the 30th and completed the F-100 
reassembly on the 1st. of November 05. On the 2nd of November our crew than traveled 
back to San Diego, CA. and started the 4 day reassembly process for the EKA-3B 
Skywarrior. This process was completed on the 6th of November 05, and the intact 
aircraft was turned over to the U.S.S. Midway museum for their restoration work to 
begin. Four members of the team than traveled back to Chino, CA. on the 7th in order 
to complete the electrical wiring hook up on the F-100 Super Sabre. This was completed 
and the intact aircraft was turned over to the Yanks Museum.  

Three members of the team than traveled to Reno, NV. in order to pick up an 
engine for a MIG -17. We left Mike Schiavone in Reno, NV. in order to catch his flight 
back home to loves landing the next day, and Jim Broady and Chuck Mosely headed for 



Kenosha, WI to drop off the MIG engine at Chuck's friend Dave Burdine's hangar known 
as Squadron 17 Jet Airshows (Dave fly s his beautifully restored MIG -17 on the air 
show circuit) after dropping off the engine, and a quick visit and lunch Jim and Chuck 
then pointed the nose of the truck in the direction of Loves Landing, and arrived back 
home on the morning of 13 November 2005. I hope that our members enjoy the photos as 
much as we enjoyed the projects. 

One of the best parts of this entire process was the opportunity afforded us to see the 
collections of the Yanks, and USS Midway Museums 

                                


